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. W I DENTIAl 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


De^r Mr. Chairman: . _ 

I Consultations between the Department 

extStriro^a igr"m:nt ^^the seriousness of the situation in 

Setral America and on the need for us to maintain a 
Cehtra ooi-nritv political and economic strategy to 

S?i;3‘f?cnrer.‘:?’corcIrn ^rroi^^^^us w^^P^lfhe^^o 
d?^L°^na''^uc!L^srLvr?:;;L:ftei!%r5rirL ^ 

imijlementing, in each of those areas. 

^ you have raisea the issue of prison 

♦■>>»+ all orisons and detention centers in El Salvador 
rtbuia ^ sibjLt to inspection by an inaepenaent International 
ordanization such as the International Committee of the Red 
SosraCRC). we share your concerns ana have been working 
with the tovernment of El Salvaaor ana the ICRC to achieve 
orecisely this objective. Over the past year the number of 

?chc visits to prisons has steaaily be gilel" 

Prf^fiident Maqana has now ordered that the ICRC oe given 

if*»«:i-ricted access to all prisons and detention centers. 
is a positive development which should go a long way toward 
meeting our shared concerns on this issue. 

You have also expressed an interest in the status of 
ly-fT^al orisoners' in El Salvador-. -There are approximately 
MO prisoners in El Salvador who- are being detained under 
800 of siege authority. While in prison 

?Sirae?IlnIes hav^b^en gsLrslly well-treated, but they have 

Vieasan formallv charged with a crime. The prisoners 
noft been formally g decree range from those accused vaguely 

inoarcera e querrillas" to those actually implicated in 

of: President Magana has recognized the uneven 

of D“=«e I" anf has'begun a review process with the 
^ rtf releasinq those accused of less severe offenses. 

hScuf 3 ? P^utlcirplisoners have been released to date, with a 
w?g« nuS« erpec?ed to be released in the near future. 


Tlie Honorable 

Clarence Long# 

House of Representatives. 

nniirmrilTI Al 
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Perhaps nore importantly. President Magana has also tasked 
1 . * i-on 4 -lv- formed Peace Commission with development of an 

onreffect of which would bo to bring about the 
amnesty { the remaining political prisoners. 

haf been drafted, . reviewed by the President and sent 
P cLstituent hssenbly where a vote is expected in the 
near future. 

w** also share your desire to bring to justice those 

charged with the ““^ders been disturbed 

the ^^er lean judicial procesL I have been assured 

by the flow pace of of El Salvador will 

by-Tresident Magana these men to trial. For 

^^^^n^rrVhaJe ordered an independent and high level review 
the evidence available to our government pertaining to 
We will provide the Salvadoran judiciary with any 
evidenSr^e may find^that could be of use to them in 
prosecuting this case. 

More fundamentally, Mr. Chairman, we have = 

program to begin a broader P-cess^of 

Salvador. ® special visit to El Salvador for that'-' 

?Srobicctives of this effort have been outlined to 
?hl‘1o:;itSe ?n rpaper provided to you at the begrnnrng of 
the* reprogramming process. 

X would lihe to P:“?^xron^rnu“mS:r“"of 

^Ksjlnrw; f^vor a nego?Lting%rooess which would lead the 
rartnr;e“anl fair elections^in which «ndrdat^^of^all^^^^^ 

political objective and has designated a Peace 

of :eI Salvador shares thrs to obtain this- 

?:*Si:!'°We -e^5nterestpd^in doing everything an^our power^to 

^Myn^plr^tt; * --U1 «oonoiliation in El 

fe'jrnrting": fen?« *-^1^1^“ itf pSLe 

‘”1 ^W®a5sisr?ii Salvadorans in their efforts to find 

f°Siis fSr dialogue with their opponents on the ^ 

a basis I and safe elections; it should be 

‘'°3 fhL participants in these discussions may raise any 

isiurt^y wish, and that the US will not support negotiations 

power“*sTiaring • 
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Finally# Mr. Chairman I would like to reiterate the 
•w made to you and the Committee during testimony on 

million reprogramming request., VJithout military 
“fsistLce t^provide^ecurily for the people of Selvedor. 
?^:rr:rhrn? progress soctel l-tice^^end^ 

'"'’v?de''?hrsh?eW®wr;eed to eucceed in our broader efforts. 

SI ^i^nnt^seek a military solution. But we do seek enough 
"tuLrresnstance to «abe poss^le a longer tern and nore 
meaningful peace in Central America. 

We will resubmit the request for reprogramming the 
-r^main?ng ^30 million of our request at the proper time. 

Sincerely yours. 


George P. Shultz 



• . •* 
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